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Bill of Rights for Adults Who Have a Guardian 

You have the following rights at all times when you have a guardian  
Access to Justice Rights 

1. You keep all rights that the court has not granted to your guardian.  

2. You have the right to a lawyer who advocates for the outcome you want.  
3. You have the right to be present and participate in all court hearings.  
4. You have the right to let the court know your concerns or complaints about your guardianship.  
5. You have the right to ask the court to review the need for your guardianship to change, continue or end 

and whether your guardian is right for you.  
6. If there is a question about your capacity to exercise a specific right, you have the right to have a qualified 

person evaluate what you can do and whether to have some or all your rights restored.  
7. You have the right to the support and accommodations you need to be able to effectively communicate 

with the court and to understand the court proceedings.  
8. You have the right to have your rights explained to you in your preferred method of communication and in 

the language you choose. 
 
Core Human Rights 

9. You have the right to be treated with dignity and respect.  

10. You have the right to be free from abuse, neglect, exploitation, and discrimination.  
11. You have the right to remain as independent as you can.  

12. You have the right to express and practice your own religious preferences.  
13. You have the right to personal privacy.  
14. You have the right to humane, safe, and sanitary living, learning, and working environments.  
15. You have the right to sexual expression and to have your gender identity respected. 

 
Decision-Making Rights 

16. You have the right to a competent guardian who advocates for your goals, needs, and preferences and 
respects your desires, including medical treatment preferences, cultural practices, and religious beliefs.  

17. You have the right to fully participate in all decisions, especially those affecting your care, where you live, your 
activities, and your social interactions, to the extent you wish to be involved and are able to be.  

18. You have the right to receive necessary services and rehabilitation, within available resources, which protect 
your personal liberty and are provided within the least restrictive conditions.  

19. You have a right to have your guardian prudently manage your resources.  
20. You have the right to fully participate in decisions about how your property is managed, to the extent you wish 

to be involved and are able to be.  

21. You have the right to keep confidential those matters which you wish to keep confidential unless that 
information is necessary to obtain services, to prevent abuse, neglect or exploitation, or to modify the 
guardianship order.  
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The court may restrict the following personal rights without delegating them to the guardian, but only with 

due process protections that ensure the decision is consistent with your preferences and values. 

1. Apply for or maintain a driver’s license 

2. Be educated 

3. Be employed 
4. Communicate and interact with others 

5. Change your marital status  

6. Maintain your reproductive health and procreation  

7. Travel  

8. Vote 

The court may authorize your guardian to make decisions for the following rights on your behalf but only 

with due process protections that ensure the decision is consistent with your preferences and values. 

1. Acquire the benefits, services and supports you need 

2. Consent to or refuse your medical and mental health treatment   

3. Determine where you live 

4. Determine your social environment and social aspects of your personal life  

5. File and defend lawsuits 

6. Make contracts 

7. Make gifts of your money 

8. Manage your money and property 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


